
"Meaningful Use" Proposals and 
Their Rationale

1) The Policy and Standards Perspective –

offered by Joyce Hunter

2) The Large Provider/ The Health Management Academy Perspective –

offered by Paul Alexander Clark

3) The EHR Vendor Perspective (HIMSS-EHRA) –

offered by Joe Bormel

Underlying theme:  Diversity of perspectives by internal roles within the organizations



Joe Bormel, MD, MPH

• Educational Background
– Engineering
– Medicine
– Public Health
– Informatics

• Professional
– Vendor (3)
– Roles: CMO, Architect, Product Management, Sales

• Social/Professional Network
– Medical - AMA
– Medical Management  - ACPE
– Medical Informatics – AMIA
– Medical Governance, Implementation, and Measurement – AMDIS
– Systems Society – HIMSS
– Healthcare-informatics.com/joe_bormel



Issues with Meaningful Use of EMRs

• Where are we today?
– HIMSS EHRAM – The Gap from Current State to ‘Target’

• What are the constraints

• How can measurement be structured?
– Teich’s depiction of the CMS model

• HIMSS and HIMSS EHRA public proposals

• Other Considerations from the vendors’ perspective
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Issues with Meaningful Use of EMRs
http://www.himssanalytics.org/docs/EMRAM.pdf
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Issues with ‘setting the bar’

• What are the constraints
– Vendor Strength: Filling product gaps

– Hospital Clients:   Life cycle, not just Installation/Implementation

– Composite Time Frames –
• often multi-step: MPI cleanup, data conversion, HW+SW, build, training, pilot testing, post-live 

work

– Costs: Incentive payments way downstream; 

• further Medicare cuts sooner

• Huge, largely un-discussed people/labor costs and shortages

– Getting it done –versus- Doing it right



Teaching to the test?



Structuring Measurement
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Are Incentives Enough?



Questions / Discussion


